[Characteristics of the status of autonomic innervation and of the functioning of the heart conduction system in alcoholism].
As many as 71 men fit for work (aged 32.6 years on the average) suffering from stage II alcoholism were examined with the aid of variation pulsimetry. The findings obtained were compared with the data of electrophysiological exploration of the heart by transesophageal pacing. In the majority of the patients (80.2% of cases), the changes in vegetative homeostasis manifested themselves primarily by activation of the sympathetic nervous system and combined both with a noticeable decrease of sinus node automatism function and an appreciable deterioration of conduction in the sinoatrial zone and atrioventricular junction. In addition, sinus node automatism function and sinoatrial conduction were inhibited to a greater degree in sympatheticotonia whereas deterioration of antegrade impulse conduction in the atrioventricular junction manifested itself mostly in association with predominant vagus influences. It is emphasized that in patients with alcoholism, sympatheticotonia was attended by different impairments of the heart rhythm in half of the cases.